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Module  6 


Module  6 - War,  1936-1945:  Overview 


In  the  twentienth  century,  nations  have  used  a variety  of  means  to  protect,  sustain,  and  enhance  their 
national  interests.  Interaction  among  nations  has  increased  global  interdependence.  Since  world 
peace  and  security  depend  on  limiting  confrontations  and  increasing  cooperation  and  understanding, 
individuals,  groups,  and  nations  must  make  informed  decisions  on  issues  regarding  their  interests  and 
global  survival.  This  is  the  issue  that  will  be  addressed  in  Module  6. 


War,  1936-1945 


Evaluation 

The  evolution  of  this  module  will  be  based  on  three  section  assignments: 


Section  1 Assignment 

30% 

Section  3 Assignment 

20% 

Section  4 Assignment 

50% 

TOTAL 

100% 
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Teaching  Suggestions 

Here  are  a number  of  suggested  texts  and  resources . 

Suggested  Texts  and  Resources: 

• Our  Western  Heritage  - Rosells/Young , Ginn  and  Company 

• The  Modern  World  Since  1917  - Philip  Sauvin,  Basil  Blackwell  Ltd. 

• Our  World  This  Century  - Derek  H eaten,  Oxford  University  Press 

• Twentieth  Century  World  - WallbanklSchrier,  Scott , Foresman  and  Company 


Section  1:  Expansionism 

Key  Concepts: 

• expansionism 

• appeasement 


This  section  focuses  on  the  expansionist  policies  of  Germany,  Japan,  and  Italy  and  the  reaction  of 
Britain  and  France  to  these  policies,  namely,  appeasement. 

It  examines  the  motives,  actions,  and  results  of  both  expansionism  and  appeasement. 


Social  Studies  30 


2 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  6 


Teaching  Suggestions 

Two  videos  that  are  an  excellent  supplement  to  classroom  instruction  are 

• Why  Appeasement  - 20th  Century  History 

• Part  1 (the  first  half)  of  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Third  Reich  - MCA/UA  Home  Video . 
Refer , whenever  possible , to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles 

• as  a motive  for  Hitler’s  actions 

• as  it  relates  to  Hitler’s  violations 

Also  emphasize  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  not  successful  in  maintaining  peace . 

® This  is  why  Hitler  and  Japan  could  get  away  with  their  actions . 

• This  is  why  Britain  and  France  acted  independently  of  the  League . 

Have  the  students  review  what  the  causes  of  World  War  II  were. 

What  other  actions  might  Britain  and  France  have  taken  to  stop  the  aggressors? 


Section  1 : Activity  1 

1.  Locate  the  Rhineland  on  the  map. 
the  shaded  area  in  western  Germany 

2 . What  countries  border  the  Rhineland? 

Holland,  Belgium , Luxembourg , France 

3.  Why  did  Britain  and  France  lack  faith  in  the  League  of  Nations? 

The  League  was  not  successful  in  preventing  war . It  was  not  effective  against  the  major  powers, 
e.g.,  Italy  in  Abyssinia  and  Japan  in  Manchuria. 

4.  Why  was  the  occupation  of  the  Rhineland  unpopular  with  German  generals? 

« They  believed  that  the  German  army  was  not  ready  for  war . 

• The  French  army  could  easily  crush  the  German  army. 

• This  move  violated  two  international  treaties. 
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5.  What  is  the  policy  of  appeasement? 

The  policy  of  appeasement  involves  giving  in  to  the  demands  of  aggressor  nations  in  order  to 
preserve  peace . 

6.  Why  did  Hitler  reoccupy  the  Rhineland? 

Hitler  felt  it  was  unreasonable  not  to  be  able  to  place  troops  where  he  wanted  in  his  own 
country . 

Section  1 : Activity  2 

1 . How  was  appeasement  to  maintain  peace? 

Appeasement  was  to  maintain  peace  by  giving  in  to  the  demands  of  aggressors.  The  theory  was 
that  once  these  demands  were  met,  peace  would  be  maintained . 

2.  Why  was  appeasement  desirable  for  Britain? 

• Hitler's  demands  were  reasonable  and  he  said  he  wanted  peace  in  the  end. 

• Britain  did  not  want  another  war . 

• Britain  was  not  prepared  for  war. 

® Britain  saw  the  USSR  as  a bigger  threat . 

• Britain  felt  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective . 

• Britain  could  not  deal  with  aggressors  in  both  Asia  and  Europe. 

3.  What  did  Britain  and  France  see  as  a greater  threat  than  Hitler? 

Both  Britain  and  France  saw  communism  and  the  USSR  as  a larger  threat  than  Hitler. 

4.  What  are  some  examples  that  indicate  that  the  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective? 

The  League  of  Nations  was  ineffective  in  the  Abyssinian  crisis  and  the  Manchurian  crisis.  In 
both  cases , the  actions  of  the  League  of  Nations  were  not  strong  enough  to  stop  the  activities  of 
Italy  or  Japan. 

Section  1 : Activity  3 

1 . What  does  Anschluss  refer  to? 

Anschluss  refers  to  the  union  of  Austria  and  Germany. 

2 . Why  did  Britain  and  France  accept  Hitler’s  move  on  Austria? 

See  reasons  for  appeasement  in  the  text. 
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Section  1 : Activity  4 

1 . Why  did  Britain  and  France  give  in  to  Hitler’s  demands  in  Munich? 

Britain  and  France  chose  appeasement  for  the  following  reasons: 

• to  avoid  war 

• to  buy  time  to  prepare  for  war 

® in  hopes  that  this  was  Hitler's  last  territorial  claim  and  perhaps  peace  would  be  achieved 
( See  other  reasons  for  appeasement  in  text.) 

2, . What  were  Hitler’s  gains  as  a result  of  the  Munich  Conference? 

Hitler's  gains  as  a result  of  the  Munich  conference  were 

• 3 000  000  German  citizens 

• industrial  resources 

• Czech  fortifications 
® Skoda  arms  factory 

3.  Refer  to  the  chart  on  the  left.  Were  Britain  and  France  better  prepared  for  war  as  a result  of 
appeasement?  What  indicates  this? 

This  question  asks  for  your  opinion.  Think  about  German  gains  and  those  of  Britain  and  France. 

Section  1 : Folio  w-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 
Do  either  1 or  2 . 

1.  Examine  the  following  cartoon,  then  answer  the  questions  that  come  after  it. 

a.  What  country  does  the  goose  represent? 

The  goose  represents  Germany . 

b.  Why  is  the  goose  heavily  armed? 

It  is  heavily  armed  because  it  represents  the  militant,  aggressive  policies  of  Germany. 

c.  What  does  the  piece  of  paper  on  the  road  represent,  and  why  is  it  ripped  and  trod  upon? 

The  paper  represents  the  agreements  that  prevented  German  expansion. 

It  is  ripped  because  it  indicates  Hitler's  disregard  for  international  treaties. 

d.  What  event  does  this  cartoon  represent? 

The  event  represented  by  the  cartoon  is  the  remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland  by  Germany. 
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e.  What  was  the  reaction  of  Britain  and  France  to  this  German  action? 

They  accepted  it. 

h Why  did  they  react  in  this  manner? 

See  reasons  for  appeasement  in  the  text 

g.  Name  two  other  incidents  which  were  similar  to  this  one. 

Two  other  incidents  similar  to  this  one  were 

• Anschluss  with  Austria 

• Czechoslovakian  crisis  ( Munich  agreements) 

h.  Why  were  these  events  similar? 

• Both  represented  Hitler’s  policy  of  expansion. 

® Both  showed  Hitler’s  disregard  for  international  treaties. 

• In  both  cases t Britain  and  France  did  not  combat  Hitler’s  move . 

2.  Using  the  following  chart,  compare  the  Anschluss  crisis  to  the  Munich  Crisis. 


Anschluss 

Munich  Crisis 

Hitler's 

• union  with  Austria 

• union  with  German 

Goals 

• German  expansion 

people  in  Sudetenland 

* glory  for  Germany 

• Lebensraum 

• to  avoid  war 

Britain's 

• find  a peaceful  solution 

• to  avoid  war 

Goals 

by  letting  Hitler  achieve 
reasonable  goals 

• to  buy  time  to  rearm. 

• Hitler  completes  a 

• Hitler  gains  the  Sudeten 

Results 

peaceful  union  with 

territory  of 

Austria . 

Czechoslovakia  with  its 

• Hitler  gains  strength  and 

people  and  resources. 

confidence  - his  actions 

• Hitler  gains  strength  and  \ 

are  reinforced. 

confidence , his  actions 

• Germany  absorbs 

are  reinforced . 

Austrian  population  and 

• Britain  avoids  war  and 

resources . 

buys  time  to  rearm. 

• Britain  avoids  war. 

• Czechoslovakia  is  carved 

up. 
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Enrichment 

As  Prime  Minister  Chamberlain  of  Britain  in  October  1938,  write  a letter  to  the  Soviet  leader  Joseph 
Stalin  to  justify  your  actions  at  Munich. 

Role  - the  British  Prime  Minister  Chamberlain 
Audience  - Joseph  Stalin,  disgruntled  leader  of  the  USSR 
Format  - letter 

Topic  - appeasement  at  the  Munich  Conference 

You  are  to  justify  to  someone  who  disagrees  with  your  actions  why  you  agreed  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement 

You  should  describe  the  problems  Britain  was  facing,  and  its  capabilities  in  the  situation . You  might 
relate  to  public  attitudes  in  Britain  about  going  to  war  with  Germany.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
many  people  hoped  and  expected  that  Hitler  would  be  satisfied  and  that  peace  would  be  the  result. 


Section  1 Assignment 

In  an  essay  of  three  hundred  words,  evaluate  the  policy  of  appeasement.  In  what  ways  was  it 
successful,  and  in  what  ways  was  it  a failure? 

Here  are  some  possible  arguments: 

Appeasement  was  a success: 

® Britain  and  France  were  able  to  buy  time  to  rearm  and  prepare  for  war . 

• It  did  postpone  war . 

6 It  seemed  like  a desirable  peaceful  solution  at  the  time . 

Appeasement  was  a failure: 

• Countries  lost  their  independence . 

• It  did  not  prevent  war . 

® Aggressors  kept  demanding  more . 

• Hitler  gained  confidence . 

• Germany  increased  its 

- size  (population  from  acquired  nations ) 

- industrial  strength  (resources  from  acquired  nations ) 

• Appeasement  could  not  stop  aggression! expansion. 

• It  gave  Hitler  time  to  build  strength  instead  of  stopping  him  when  Germany  was  weak . 

• It  undermined  the  purpose  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

Other  answers , of  course,  are  acceptable . Mark  for  arguments,  defence , and  presentation  in  correct 
essay  form . 
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Section  2:  World  War  IE 

Key  Concepts: 

• expansionism 

• appeasement 

• Blitzkrieg 

Section  2 focuses  on  the  course  of  the  War.  It  looks  at  the  extent  of  the  Axis  conquests,  the  battles 
that  were  turning  points  to  the  war,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Axis  powers. 

Teaching  Suggestions 

Three  videos  that  would  supplement  classroom  instruction  are 

o Part  2 (the  second  half)  of  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Third  Reich 

• Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb  - Public  Television  Stations 

e The  Battle  of  Stalingrad  -World  at  War  series 

As  you  are  teaching  this  section , draw  some  comparisons  between  World  War  I and  II.  Focus  on 
the  differences  in  tactics  and  style , e.g.,  stalemate  vs.  Blitzkrieg. 

You  may  also  want  to  talk  about  a number  of  other  key  battles  or  operations  not  mentioned  in 
this  section , e.g Dunkirk , Bar  bar  ossa,  Pearl  Harbor , and  the  Coral  Sea  to  name  a few. 

It  is  sometimes  interesting  to  the  students  to  point  out  the  blunders  and  mistakes  made  in  the 
course  of  the  war , e.g.,  the  fiasco  involved  in  the  Dieppe  Operation. 

Section  2:  Activity  1 

1.  What  countries  had  fallen  under  Hitler’s  control  by  1942? 

The  countries  were  France,  Italy , Belgium , Netherlands , Denmark,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia, 
Austria , Hungary , Rumania,  Bulgaria,  Greece,  Albania,  Lithuania,  Latvia,  Estonia,  Norway, 
Yugoslavia,  Finland,  Libya,  French  Morocco,  Algeria , and  Tunisia. 

2.  What  is  Blitzkrieg' ? 

Blitzkrieg  is  lightning  war  - a tactic  combining  air  support,  mechanized  infantry,  and  tanks. 
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3.  How  was  Blitzkrieg  different  from  the  battles  of  World  War  I? 

Blitzkrieg  was  mobile  war.  World  War  I was  entrenched  and  based  on  attrition . 

Section  2:  Activity  2 

The  battles  indicated  by  the  numbers  are  described  on  the  following  pages.  As  you  study  these  key 
battles  that  led  to  the  defeat  of  the  Axis  powers,  complete  this  retrieval  chart: 


Battle 

Date  and  Location 

Significance 

1„  Battle  of 
Britain 

July  to  September , 1940 , air 
assault  on  Britain 

Because  it  was  unsuccessful, 
there  was  no  invasion  of  Britain 
by  Germany . 

2.  Stalingrad 

September  1942  to  January 
1943,  Russia 

It  was  a massive  defeat  for 
Germany.  Here  the  war  on  the 
Eastern  Front  was  lost . 

3.  El  Alamein 

October  1942 , North  Africa 

This  battle  meant  defeat  for 
Germany  in  Africa . 

4,.  D-Day 

June  6 , 1944 , Invasion  of 
Europe 

The  Allies  began  their  attack  on 
German  forces  in  Europe . The 
successful  landing  in  Normandy 
began  the  German  retreat . 

5.  Midway 

June  1942,  Pacific  Ocean 

The  Japanese  Navy  was  soundly 
defeated  and  the  Allies  began  to 
take  control  in  the  Pacific . 

6.  Hiroshima/ 
Nagasaki 

August  1945,  Japan 

Atomic  bombs  were  dropped  on 
Japanese  cities  to  end  the  Pacific 
war. 

2,  Examine  the  map  of  western  Europe  prior  to  D-  Day.  Of  the  sectors  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  in 
which  sector  does  it  appear  the  German  military  expected  the  invasion? 

They  expected  it  in  Sector  D. 
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3.  What  evidence  suggests  that  this  is  where  the  German  military  expected  an  invasion? 

A larger  buildup  of  divisions  is  here . 

It  is  closer  to  the  English  Coast . 

4.  In  which  sector  did  the  actual  invasion  on  June  6, 1944  occur? 

Sector  B was  the  site  of  the  actual  invasion . 

Section  2:  Activity  3 

1.  Refer  to  the  map  for  the  following  questions.  Who  made  up  the  “Liberating  Armies”  at: 

The  {,Liberating  Armies ” in  sector  A,  B,  and  C were 

A - Anglo-American , primarily  British  and  US. 

B - Anglo-American , primarily  British  and  US. 

C - Soviet 

2.  Construct  a time  line  and  include  on  it  the  turning  points  of  World  War  II. 


1940  1941 

i , l 


Battle  of 
Britain , 
July-Sept. 
1940 


Stalingrad , 
Nov.  1942 


D-day , 


May  7,  1945, 

Germany 

Surrenders 


1942 

l 


11943 


El  Alamein, 
Oct.  1942 


Midway „ 
May  7942 


1944 

_j 


19f5  I 

Atomic 
Bombs 
Dropped, 
Aug.  1945 


Aug.  14, 
Japan  * 
Surrenders 


Section  2 : Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

Construct  a chart  based  on  the  following  information. 

The  Second  World  War  has  generally  been  divided  into  a number  of  “Theatres  of  Action”: 

• The  Pacific  - referring  to  the  campaigns  against  Japan 

• The  Western  Front  - included  campaigns  in  Europe  west  of  Germany 
« The  Eastern  Front  - these  are  campaigns  east  of  Germany 

• The  Mediterranean  --  includes  North  Africa,  Italy,  and  Greece 

® The  Atlantic  - this  included  the  convoys,  and  the  Battle  of  the  Atlantic 
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Events  from 
World  War  11 

Theatre  of  Action 

Significance  of 
the  Event 

Battle  of  Britain 

Western 

• turning  point  of  the  war 

• invasion  of  Britain  was  postponed 

Midway 

Pacific 

• Americans  could  now  take  the  offensive  in 
the  Pacific 

El  Alamein 

Mediterranean 

• ended  the  German  offensive  in  North 
Africa 

• massive  German  retreat 

Stalingrad 

Eastern 

• turning  point  in  the  Eastern  Theatre 

• proved  German  Army  could  be  beaten 

D-Day 

Western 

• beginning  of  the  end 

* the  large  second-front  invasion  of  Europe 

Atomic  Bomb 

Pacific 

• forced  Japan  to  surrender  earlier  than 
may  have  occurred  otherwise 

Enrichment 

Do  one  or  both  of  the  following  enrichment  activities. 

h The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  a German  soldier’s  description  of  a battle  in  1916  during  World 
War  I,  along  with  some  pictures  from  World  War  L Study  these  sources  carefully  and  then  use 
tills  information  to  answer  the  question  for  this  activity.  Based  on  the  preceding  information, 
compare  and  contrast  the  two  world  wars.  What  are  some  similarities  and  some  differences? 

• Both  wars  were  very  destructive . 

• Both  involved  the  death  of  many  soldiers . 

® Each  took  its  toll  on  civilian  lives . 

® World  War  II  involved  more  movement ; it  was  less  stagnant. 

• World  War  / was  more  in  the  open  field . World  War  II  involved  more  fighting  in  cities. 

• Weapons  of  death  in  World  War  II  were  more  advanced. 

• The  tactics  in  World  War  / seemed  to  be  more  primitive. 

• Both  wars  involved  bravery  and  terror . 

There  are  more ; use  your  imagination . 

2.  View  the  videotape  Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb . According  to  this  videotape.  Hitler  made  three  grave 
errors,  that  cost  Germany  the  war.  Explain  what  each  error  was,  and  what  were  the  specific 
results  of  each  error.  You  may  do  this  in  chart  form. 
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Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb 

The  following  are  what  the  videotape  presents  as  Hitler’s  three  serious  mistakes . 

• Hitler’s  decision  to  halt  his  panzers  at  Dunkirk,  letting  the  British  army  (300  000)  escape 
Results  - 300  000  experienced  soldiers  escaped  to  fight  again . 

• turning  the  air  attack  during  the  Battle  of  Britain  from  military  targets  to  civilian  targets 

Results  - saved  the  British  airforce  which  was  then  able  to  recover 

- toughened  British  morale 

- beginning  of  the  end  for  Germany 

• Germany’s  invasion  of  Russia  - Operation  Barbarossa 

Results  - the  size  of  the  USSR,  the  huge  armies  which  confronted  the  Germans  and  the 
devastating  winter  proved  disastrous  for  the  invaders . 

Section  3:  Wartime  Conferences 

Key  concepts: 

• wartime  conferences 

• territorial  changes 

Section  3 looks  primarily  at  the  wartime  conferences.  The  focus  is  on  the  motives  behind  the 
conferences  and  the  outcome  of  the  meetings.  It  looks  at  the  Atlantic  Charter,  Teheran,  Yalta,  and 
Potsdam  conferences. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

The  emphasis  of  this  section  should  be  placed  on  the  motives  behind  the  conferences  and  the 
implications  of  the  outcomes  of  these  conferences. 

Chart  work  would  be  very  handy  in  this  section.  The  module  has  a number  of  charts. 

Ask  the  students  to  “look  down  the  road”  to  predict  future  trends  that  might  occur  as  a result  of 
Yalta  and  Potsdam . Emphasize  the  shift  in  the  power  structure  to  the  superpowers  of  the  US. 
and  the  USSR . 


Section  3:  Activity  1 

1.  Which  points  express  a desire  to  take  away  the  prewar  acquisitions  of  Germany,  Italy,  and 
Japan? 

Points  b.  and  c.  express  a desire  to  take  away  the  prewar  acquisitions  of  Germany,  Italy,  and 
Japan . 
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2.  How  did  the  two  leaders  propose  to  restore  the  boundaries  and  governments  in  Europe? 

They  would  allow  the  people  involved  to  choose  their  boundaries  and  form  of  government, 

3.  Which  map  on  the  preceding  page  better  represents  the  boundaries  of  Europe  as  set  out  by  the 
ideals  in  the  Atlantic  Charter?  Give  reasons  to  support  your  answer. 

Map  A better  reflects  the  independence  of  nations,  while  Map  B shows  the  territorial  expansion 
of  the  USSR  and  Germany . 

Section  3:  Activity  2 

L How  do  the  Percentage  Agreements  compare  to  the  terms  set  out  in  the  Atlantic  Charter? 

They  contradict  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  they  talk  about  territorial  influence  and  expansion 
by  the  Allies  into  areas  where  nations  should  be  independent. 

2 . What  specific  principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  are  violated  by  the  Percentage  Agreements? 

Principles  a.,  b.,  and  c.  are  violated  by  the  Percentage  Agreements . 

Section  3:  Activity  3 

1 . In  chart  form,  briefly  write  down  the  goals  of  each  nation. 


Nation 

Goafs 

USSR 

(Stalin) 

• Soviet  security  - a buffer  zone  to 
protect  the  Soviet  Union  from 
western  aggression 
e greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

United  States 
( Roosevelt ) 

• greater  U.S.  involvement  in  world 
affairs 

• US.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

• avoidance  of  "ganging  up”  on 
Stalin 

Great  Britain 
( Churchill ) 

* increased  British  power  (US./ 
Anglo  cooperation  against  Stalin) 

* halt  to  growing  Soviet  strength  in 
the  world 

* France  given  power  status 
(assisted  in  the  administration  of 
a defeated  Germany). 
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2.  In  what  way  did  Churchill’s  and  Roosevelt’s  aims  contradict  each  other? 

Churchill  wanted  an  alliance  between  Britain  and  the  US . against  Stalin's  positions , and 
Roosevelt  did  not  want  to  appear  to  “gang  up ” ort  Stalin . 

Section  3“  Activity  4 

1.  What  countries  had  been  liberated  or  annexed  by  the  Soviet  Union  by  February  1945? 

77z<?  countries  are  Poland , Lithuania , Latvia,  Estonia , Rumania,  Bulgaria,  half  of  Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia,  and  Yugoslavia. 

2.  What  territories  were  given  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Yalta  Agreement? 

The  following  territories  were  given  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  Yalta  Agreement: 

• Sakhalin  and  the  Kuril  Islands 

• * rigte  m Manchuria 

• oi/ter  territorial  privileges  in  the  Far  East 

3.  Why  do  you  think  the  USSR  wanted  to  move  Poland  farther  west? 

Poland  would  have  a communist  government  which  would  extend  the  area  under  Soviet 
influence . extending  Poland  westward  would  make  a greater  buffer  zone  around  Russia. 

Section  3“  Activity  5 

1.  On  what  two  Japanese  cities  was  the  atomic  bomb  dropped?  Check  Section  2 for  your  answer. 
The  atomic  bomb  was  dropped  on  Nagasaki  and  Hiroshima. 

2 . When  was  the  bomb  dropped? 

77ie  bomb  was  dropped  on  Hiroshima,  August  6,  and  on  Nagasaki,  August  9, 1945 . 

3.  What  effect  did  this  have  on  the  war  in  the  Pacific? 

The  dropping  of  the  bomb 

• brought  the  war  in  the  Pacific  to  a quick  end 
® probably  saved  millions  of  Allied  lives 

4 . How  was  Germany  punished  by  the  Potsdam  settlements? 

Germany  was  punished  by  the  Potsdam  settlements  in  the  following  ways: 

• Germany  was  to  pay  for  war  damages. 

• Germany  would  be  de-nazified. 

• Nazis  accused  of  war  crimes  would  be  tried  and  punished . 

• Germany's  military  and  arms  industry  would  be  dismantled. 

• Final  boundaries  for  the  occupation  zones  were  decided. 
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5.  What  gains  did  the  USSR  make  from  these  settlements? 

The  USSR  would  occupy  Korea,  north  of  the  38th  parallel  The  USSR  would  also  occupy  eastern 
Germany  and  part  of  Berlin. 

6.  Was  a peace  treaty  similar  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  signed  by  the  victorious  Allies? 

No,  a peace  treaty  similar  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  was  never  signed  by  the  Allies . The  ensuing 
poor  relations  between  the  USSR  and  Western  Allies  prevented  a final  settlement  at  a regular 
peace  conference  from  happening. 

Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

Do  either  L or  2. 

1 . In  Activity  3,  Question  L,  you  should  have  constructed  a chart  listing  the  goals  of  the  three  leaders. 
Here  is  what  that  chart  should  look  like. 


Nation 

Goals 

USSR 

(Stalin) 

• Soviet  security  - a buffer  zone  to  protect  the  Soviet 
Union  from  western  aggression 

• greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

United  States 
(Roosevelt) 

*>  greater  US.  involvement  in  world  affairs 

• U.S.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

• Soviet  security 

c avoidance  of  “ganging  up”  on  Stalin 

Great  Britain 
(Churchill) 

• increased  British  power  (U.S./Angio  cooperation  j 

against  Stalin) 

• halt  growing  Soviet  strength  in  the  world 

c France  given  power  status;  assisted  in  the  administration 
of  a defeated  Germany 
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a.  For  each  of  these  goals,  go  back  through  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences  to  determine  if 
each  goal  was  achieved,  not  achieved,  or  not  dealt  with.  Write  down  the  appropriate 
response  in  the  "Results’  column.  In  the  last  column,  indicate  at  which  conference  each  goal 
was  dealt  with:  Teheran,  Yalta,  or  Potsdam. 


Nation 

Goafs 

Resuffs 

Conference 

USSR 

• Soviet  security  (a  buffer  zone  to 
protect  the  Soviet  Union  from 
western  aggression) 

achieved 

TeheranlYalta/ 

Potsdam 

• greater  influence  in  the  Far  East 

achieved 

YaltaJPotsdam 

United  States 

• greater  U.S.  involvement  in  world 
affairs 

e U.S.  access  to  world  markets 

• free  and  peaceful  postwar  world 

achieved 
not  dealt  with 

Yalta/Potsdam 

c Soviet  security 

achieved 

all  3 

• avoidance  of  “ganging  up”  on 
Stalin 

achieved 

Yalta 

Great  Britain 

e increased  British  powers 
(U.SJAnglo  cooperation  against 
Stalin) 

• halt  growing  Soviet  strength  in  the 
world 

not  achieved 
not  achieved 

e France  given  power  status; 
assisted  in  the  administration  of  a 
defeated  Germany 

achieved 

Yalta  j 

Social  Studies  30 


16 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  6 


b.  For  each  goal  that  was  achieved,  show  how  it  was  achieved 

• Soviet  security  and  a buffer  zone  were  created  by  Soviet  control  of  the  eastern 
European  nations.  This  was  stated  in  Teheran  and  supported  in  Yalta  and  Potsdam . 

• USSR  gained  influence  in  the  Far  East 

- Soviets  given  territory  in  the  Orient , e.g.,  Sakahlin  Island. 

- Soviets  accept  surrender  of  Japanese  in  northern  Korea. 

• U.S.  gained  greater  influence  in  world  affairs. 

- Americans  are  active  in  postwar  Europe 

- administered  defeated  Germany 

• US.  did  not  gang  up  on  Stalin 

- unable  to  oppose  Stalin's  position  in  eastern  Europe 

• France  was  given  power  status 

- France  was  permitted  an  occupation  zone  in  Germany . 

c.  For  each  goal  that  was  not  achieved,  tell  why  it  was  not  achieved. 

Britain  was  unable  to  increase  its  power  in  Europe  and  could  not  oppose  the  Soviet  position 
in  eastern  Europe . 

2.  Did  the  spirit  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  prevail  through  Yalta  and  Potsdam?  Make  a comparison  of 
the  Atlantic  Charter  to  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences. 

a.  Give  examples  from  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  conferences  that  support,  and  examples  that 
contradict,  the  following  ideals  from  the  Atlantic  Charter. 

(1)  No  territorial  changes  that  do  not  reflect  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

Supporting  examples: 

e Yalta  stated  that  Poland  would  be  free  to  choose  their  own  government  through 
election . 

Contradicting  examples: 

e Poland's  and  Germany's  boundaries  would  be  altered . 

• Soviet  Union  would  set  up  supporting  governments  in  eastern  Europe. 

• Soviet  Union  was  given  possessions  in  the  Far  East , e.g.  Sakhalin  Island  and  the 
Kurile  Islands . 

(2)  The  right  of  people  to  choose  their  own  government,  and  restored  independence. 
Supporting  examples: 

• Poland  would  be  free  to  elect  its  own  government. 

Contradicting  examples: 

• Soviet  Union  would  set  up  governments  which  support  it  in  eastern  Europe . 

• Germany  would  be  occupied. 
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bo  Do  you  think  that  the  Potsdam  Agreement  to  bring  to  trial  war  criminals  reflects  the  ideals  of 
the  Atlantic  Charter?  Explain  your  answer. 

Possible  answers: 

Yes , the  Potsdam  Agreement  reflected  the  ideals  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  it 
proposed  a world  of  peace  and  security  free  from  fear. 

No , the  Potsdam  Agreement  did  not  reflect  the  ideals  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  because  it 
was  an  act  of  vengeance,  and  the  Atlantic  Charter  reflected  peace . 

c.  Do  you  think  that  the  threat  of  force  had  been  removed,  in  accordance  with  the  Atlantic 
Charter,  by  the  Yalta  and  Potsdam  Agreements?  Justify  your  answer. 

Possible  answers: 

Yes 9 the  threat  of  force  was  removed  because  Germany  was  weakened  and  divided  by  the 
agreements . 

No,  the  threat  of  force  had  not  been  removed  because  no  attempt  was  made  at  worldwide 
disarmament,  and  the  Allies  were  becoming  distrustful  of  each  other. 

Enrichment 

Look  at  Wilson’s  “Fourteen  Points”  that  follow,  written  during  World  War  I,  and  compare  them  to 
the  Atlantic  Charter  of  1941. 

Wilson’s  “Fourteen  Points” 

• “Open  covenants  of  peace,  openly  arrived  at....” 

• Absolute  freedom  of  navigation  upon  the  seas. 

• Removal  of  economic  barriers  “so  far  as  possible.” 

• Reduction  of  national  armaments. 

• A free,  open-minded,  and  absolutely  impartial  adjustment  of  all  colonial  claims. 

• Evacuation  of  all  Russian  territory.  Opportunity  for  Russia  to  determine  “her  own  political 
development  and  national  policy....” 

• Evacuation  and  restoration  of  Belgium. 

• Evacuation  of  France  and  restoration  of  invaded  portions.  Alsace-Lorraine  to  be  returned  to 
France. 

• Italy’s  frontiers  to  be  readjusted  “along  clearly  recognizable  lines  of  nationality.” 

• Peoples  of  Austria-Hungary  to  have  the  opportunity  for  autonomous  development. 

• Evacuation  of  Rumania,  Serbia,  and  Montenegro.  Occupied  territories  to  be  restored.  Serbia 
to  have  free  and  secure  access  to  the  sea. 

• Subject  nationalities  in  Turkey  to  have  the  opportunity  for  autonomous  development.  The 
Dardanelles  to  be  permanently  open  to  all  nations  “under  international  guarantees.” 

• Establishment  of  an  independent  Poland  with  free  and  secure  access  to  the  sea. 

• Formation  of  “a  general  association  of  nations  (a  League  of  Nations)  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  mutual  guarantees  of  political  independence  and  territorial  integrity”  to  all  states. 
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Similarities: 

• freedom  of  the  seas 

• removal  of  economic  barriers 

• disarmament 

• people  to  choose  their  own  governments  - independence  for  nations  affected 
Differences: 

• " Fourteen  Points™  calls  for  an  international  organization . 

• Atlantic  Charter  improves  labour  standards . 

• Atlantic  Charter  calls  for  no  territorial  gains  for  the  victors . 

The  two  agreements  are  very  similar , with  only  small  differences . 

Section  3 Assignment 

Read  the  following  speech  by  Winston  Churchill,  and  examine  the  map  of  the  Iron  Curtain. 


A shadow  has  fallen  upon  the  Allied  victory.  It  is  my  duty  to  place  before  you  certain  facts  about  the 
present  position  in  Europe.  From  Stettin  in  the  Baltic  to  Trieste  in  the  Adriatic,  an  iron  curtain  has 
fallen  across  the  continent 

Behind  that  line  all  the  states  of  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  are  being  controlled  from  Moscow. 

The  communist  parties,  which  were  very  small  in  all  the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe,  have  been  made 
very  powerful.  They  are  seeking  totalitarian  control  [total  control  over  people's  everyday  lives]. 

Police  governments  are  in  power.  There  is  no  hue  democracy  ... 

At  the  end  of  the  fighting  last  June ...  [we]  allowed  our  Russian  allies  to  take  over  large  areas  which  we 
had  conquered. 

This  is  not  the  Liberated  Europe  we  fought  to  build.  Nor  is  it  one  which  contains  what  is  needed  for 
lasting  peace. 


1.  What  arc  the  two  points  that  Churchill  is  making  in  Ms  speech? 

Churchill’s  two  points  are  that: 

• An  “iron  curtain™  separates  eastern  Europe  from  western  Europe;  behind  it  exists 
restrictions . 

® This  is  not  a healthy , peaceful  situation . 

2.  The  problems  that  Churchill  has  pointed  out  in  Ms  speech  are  believed  to  have  their  roots  in  the 
wartime  conferences  attended  by  the  Soviet  Union,  United  States,  and  Britain.  Find  eight 
examples  from  the  wartime  conferences  that  have  given  rise  to  the  problems  of  postwar  Europe 
indicated  in  ChurcMlFs  speech.  Be  sure  to  indicate  the  conference  from  which  each  example  is 
taken. 
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Here  are  ten  examples . Students  are  to  write  on  eight . Accept  other  reasonable  answers . 

e The  percentage  agreements  at  Teheran  gave  Stalin  a sphere  of  influence  in  the  Balkans. 

• It  was  the  Soviet  goal  to  create  a buffer  zone  in  eastern  Europe . 

® Churchill  was  jealous  of  the  growing  Soviet  strength;  trust  between  the  Allies  was  failing. 

• Roosevelt  recognized  the  Soviet  need  for  security . 

• By  Yalta,  Soviet  troops  had  liberated  most  of  eastern  Europe  and  were  in  a position  of 
strength . 

• At  Yalta , Britain  and  the  US.  were  not  in  a position  to  oppose  Soviet  strength  in  eastern 
Europe . 

• At  Yalta , Stalin  had  made  his  intentions  clear  concerning  eastern  Europe . 

• The  US.  gave  in  to  Soviet  demands  on  Polish  boundary  changes  at  Yalta . 

® By  Potsdam , Soviet  troops  were  still  at  full  strength . Demobilization  had  not  occurred  as  it 
had  in  the  US.  and  Britain . 

• Potsdam  reinforced  the  mistrust  between  the  Allied  leaders. 

Section  4:  Effects  of  the  War 

Key  Concepts: 

• genocide 

• war  crimes 

• Holocaust 

Section  4 looks  at  the  changing  nature  of  war,  with  the  emphasis  placed  on  the  effects  of  total  war. 
A comparison  is  made  between  numbers  of  casualties  in  the  two  world  wars.  Genocide  is  also 
examined  in  this  section.  The  curriculum  guide  talks  about  how  the  Second  World  War  altered  the 
nature  of  war.  Section  4 shows  how  this  nature  has  been  altered. 


Teaching  Suggestions 

Three  videos  that  would  supplement  classroom  instruction  are 

• History  in  Action:  The  Master  Race 

• Genocide  - “ World  at  War”  Series 

• Blitzkrieg  to  the  Bomb  - Public  Television  Stations 

Classroom  Tips: 

• Comparisons  of  the  war  deaths  in  the  two  wars  emphasize  the  magnitude  of  the  Second 
World  War  and  its  destructive  force. 

• A collage  of  pictures  depicting  the  destruction  and  force  of  World  War  II  might  be  a 
good  activity . 

• Genocide  is  a sensitive  topic,  but  it  must  be  dealt  with.  The  two  videos  cover  the  topic 
well. 

• A visit  to  one  of  the  Holocaust  symposiums  or  a guest  speaker  - a survivor  of  the 
Holocaust  - is  a great  instuctional  aid. 
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Section  4.°  Activity  1 

1 . Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  figures  of  civilian  war  dead  to  military  war  dead  in  the 
following  countries.  Use  Map  A. 

Britain  Poland 

France  Russia* 

Germany  Japan 

♦Some  sources  estimate  Russian  civilian  dead  at  15  000  000. 

8“ 

7- 

8*  ! 

5-  | 

Casualties 
in  Millions 


Countries 


□ military  |||||  civilian 

casualties  11111  casualties 


2.  Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  total  civilian  and  military  war  dead  from  World  War  II 
(Map  A)  to  the  total  war  dead  in  World  War  I (Map  B)  in  the  following  countries: 

Britain  Italy 

France  Russia 

Germany 
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Casualties 
in  Millions 


Countries 


World  War  I 


World  War  I! 


Figure  A:  Total  War  Dead,  Second  World  War 


3.  What  is  the  estimated  World  War  II  war  dead,  according  to  Figure  A? 

34  million 

4,  What  is  the  estimated  World  War  I war  dead  according  to  Figure  A? 

1 7 million 
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5.  Using  the  total  war  dead  figures  from  Map  A,  civilian  plus  military,  and  the  estimated  population 
figures  from  Figure  B,  calculate  the  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  II  for  each  country 
Calculate  the  average  percentage  of  population  killed. 

Britain  0.9%  ^ _ total  war  deaths 

0 ~ population  of  a country  x 100 

France  0.7% 

Gemi  any  6.5% 


USSR  6.5% 


6. 


1. 


Italy  1.0% 

Yugoslavia  12% 

Poland 

Average  % 5.4% 


Using  the  total  World  War  I deaths  from  Map  B,  and  the  estimated  populations  of  Europe  in  1910 
Figure  C,  calculate  the  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  I for  each  country.  Calculate 
the  average  percentage  of  population  killed. 

Britain 

France 

Germany 

Russia 

Italy 

Austria/Hungary  2.5% 

Average  % 2.2% 

What  observations  can  you  make  comparing  the  casualties  in  the  two  world  wars? 

Possible  answers: 


1.8% 


3.1 


1.0% 


total  war  deaths 


population  of  a country  x 100 


1.7% 


• There  were  far  more  deaths  in  World  War  11. 

• Some  countries  in  World  War  H had  more  civilian  deaths  than  military. 
® Some  countries  lost  more  in  World  War  1 than  they  did  in  World  War  II. 
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Section  4:  Activity  2 

1 .  Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  losses  during  specific  raids  in  Figure 

Losses  - Raids 

(Thousands) 


2.  Examine  Figures  E and  R How  would  you  describe  the  effects  of  civilian  bombing? 
Some  possible  answers  to  the  effects  of  civilian  bombing  : 

• total  destruction 

• massive  devastation 

• horrible  mutilations 

• demoralizing  of  the  population 

3.  Why  could  the  Second  World  War  be  described  as  a total  war? 

It  was  carried  on  around  the  world . It  involved  whole  nations  - military  and  civilian 
populations  - and  total  resources  were  put  into  the  war  effort . 

Section  4:  Activity  3 

1 . Why  did  the  Nazis  consider  Germans  to  be  a “master  race”? 

They  were  descendants  of  the  Aryan  race . 

Aryans  were  a pure  race  and  pure  races  are  better . 

2c  What  is  Lebensrauml 

Lesbensraum  meant  living  space  for  the  German  people . 
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3.  Why  were  marriages  between  Germans  and  Jews  prohibited  by  the  Nuremburg  Laws? 

These  marriages  were  prohibited  in  order  to  protect  German  blood  and  honour . According  to 
Nazi  beliefs , the  Jews  were  an  impure  race „ and  the  German  race  must  be  kept  pure. 

4 . Construct  a bar  graph  comparing  the  statistics  in  Figure  E. 

(Millions) 


5.  What  percentage  of  the  total  war  dead  in  World  War  II  is  represented  by  the  Jewish  deaths? 

15  percent 

6.  The  number  of  Jews  killed  in  World  War  II  is  what  percentage  of  the  total  deaths  in  World  War  I? 
35  percent 

7.  According  to  Figure  D,  rank  from  most  to  the  least  the  three  countries  with  the  greatest  number  of 
Jewish  deaths. 

• Poland 

• Soviet  Union 

• Hungary 

8.  According  to  Figure  B,  what  four  countries  lost  the  greatest  percentage  of  their  Jewish 
population? 

• Poland 

• Baltic  countries 

• Germany /Austria 

• Bohemia/ Moravia 

9.  According  to  Figure  C,  of  the  five  groups  of  peoples  killed  in  camps,  which  group  suffered  the 
greatest  number  of  casualties? 

Slavs  suffered  the  most 
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10.  Based  on  the  Nazi  theory  of  the  Master  Race,  why  do  you  suppose  the  groups  portrayed  in 
Figure  C were  singled  out  for  extermination? 

It  was  believed  by  the  Nazis  that  they  were  impure  and  inferior  races. 

Germany  needed  living  space . 

1 1 . Why  was  the  Holocaust  committed  by  the  Nazis  considered  genocide? 

The  Holocaust  was  considered  genocide  because  the  Nazis  attempted  to  wipe  out  the  Jewish  race 
as  well  as  a number  of  other  groups,  e.g.,  Slavs,  gypsies . 

Section  4:  Activity  4 

1.  Under  which  crime  would  extermination  of  the  Jewish  people  fall? 

Crimes  Against  Humanity 

2.  Why  was  the  Hossbach  Memorandum  a crucial  piece  of  evidence  at  Nuremburg? 


It  showed  that  the  Germans  planned  the  war. 

Section  4:  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 
Do  either  1 or  2. 

1 . a.  Fill  in  the  blanks  that  follow. 

(1)  Estimated  total  war  dead  in  World  War  I 17  million 

(2)  Estimated  total  war  dead  in  World  War  II  34-40  million 

(3)  Average  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  I 2.2% 

(4)  Average  percentage  of  population  killed  in  World  War  II  5.4% 

(5)  Total  German  losses  in  bombing  raids  1939-45  593  000 

(6)  Total  British  losses  in  bombing  raids  1939-45  65  000 

(7)  Total  number  of  Jews  murdered  in  Final  Solution  6 million 
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b.  Complete  the  following  chart. 

War  Crimes  Charges 


Type  of  Crime 

Examples  of  this  Crime 

Crimes  Against  Peace 

planning  or  preparing  for  war 
waging  a war  of  aggression 
violating  international  treaties 

War  Crimes 

violations  of  rules  for  war 
murder , slave  labour,  mistreatment  of 
civilians  or  prisoners  of  war 
unnecessary  destruction  of  civilian  targets 

Crimes  Against  Humanity 

murder  or  extermination,  enslavement, 
inhumane  acts  against  civilians  because  of 
political,  radical,  or  religious  reasons 

2.  View  the  videotape.  Master  Race.  This  video  traces  the  history  of  Hitler’s  theory  of  the  Master 
Race  from  the  early  1920s  to  1936.  It  takes  a look  at  where  Jews  fit  into  Hitler’s  grand  scheme. 
Watch  this  video  and  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  What  groups  suffered  persecution  at  the  hands  of  Nazis? 
political  groups , trade  unions f Social  Democrats , Jews 

b.  When  were  the  concentration  camps  set  up? 

1933 

c.  What  were  Untermenschenl 

The  word  translates  as  subhuman.  It  refers  to  the  groups  Nazis  considered  subhuman, 

d.  What  three  tragedies  did  Hitler  blame  Jews  for  causing? 

Hitler  blamed  Jews  for  causing  the  German  defeat  in  World  War  I,  the  revolution  which 
followed , and  runaway  inflation. 
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6o  What  was  one  of  the  main  beliefs  of  the  Nazi  party? 

One  of  the  main  beliefs  of  the  Nazi  party  was  anti-Semitism . 

f.  Who  was  Dr.  Gobbels? 

He  was  the  propaganda  minister . 

g.  What  event  occurred  on  April  1,  1933? 

Jewish  shops  were  boycotted . 

h.  What  did  the  Nuremberg  Laws  do? 

They  took  away  the  rights  of  German  citizenship  from  the  Jews , and  forbade  Germans  to 
marry  or  have  sex  with  Jews . 

Enrichment 

1 . In  the  previous  pictures,  how  were  Jews  portrayed  physically? 

Jews  were  portrayed  as  evil-looking , by  picturing  the  character  with  a sinister  smile,  a big  nose, 
and  being  overweight . 

2.  In  Figure  C,  what  were  Jews  being  blamed  for? 

Jews  were  being  blamed  for  war  and  the  destruction  of  Europe. 

3.  Were  Jews  portrayed  as  evil  or  good  in  these  pictures?  Explain  your  answer. 

Jews  were  portrayed  as  evil.  This  is  suggested  by  showing  the  person  stealing,  destroying, 
supporting  war,  and  looking  wicked. 

4.  What  kind  of  feelings  towards  Jews  were  being  promoted  in  these  pictures? 

Hatred,  dislike,  and  mistrust  were  being  promoted. 

5.  How  might  these  pictures  have  reinforced  Nazi  beliefs  about  Jews? 

They  depicted  Jews  as  being  impure . 

6.  How  might  these  pictures  have  supported  the  actions  the  Nazis  committed  against  Jews? 

These  propaganda  pictures  painted  Jews  as  being  evil  and  needing  to  be  destroyed. 
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Section  4 Assignment 

Problems  are  something  that  everyone  faces  from  time  to  time.  One  of  the  keys  in  life  is  to  be  able 
to  overcome  our  problems  successfully.  It  helps  to  have  a strategy  to  work  through  problems  or 
handle  difficult  questions.  Following  is  a model  for  problem  solving.  The  model  has  four  steps  and 
will  be  used  to  help  you  answer  two  questions.  You  are  expected  to  work  through  each  step  of  the 
problem-solving  model. 

Steps  to  the  Problem-Solving  Model: 

• Identify  the  question  or  problem. 

• Develop  questions  or  a hypothesis. 

• Gather,  organize,  and  interpret  information. 

® Develop  a conclusion. 

Step  1 : Understand  the  Question/Problem 

The  final  collapse  of  the  Nazi  regime  came  so  swiftly  that  masses  of  top  secret  Nazi  documents  were  not 
destroyed.  Horrified  by  what  they  found  - both  in  the  documentation  and  at  the  sites  of  the  camps  - the 
Allies  were  determined  to  see  justice  done.  The  Allies  captured  those  Nazis  who  could  be  identified  as 
being  responsible  for  the  atrocities  of  the  Holocaust1 

The  problem  that  faced  the  Allies  was  how  they  should  deal  with  these  accused  Nazi  war  criminals 
now  that  the  war  was  over. 

To  understand  the  problem  further,  read  the  following  excerpts  and  answer  the  questions  that 
conclude  each  article. 

Rudolf  Hess,  the  Commandant  at  Auschwitz,  was  asked  if  he  had  ever  considered  whether  the  Jews 
whom  he  had  murdered  were  guilty  or,  had  in  any  way,  deserved  such  a fate.  In  this  reading  he 
explains. 


Don’t  you  see,  we  SS  men  were  not  supposed  to  think  about  these  things;  it  never  even  occurred  to  us - 
And  besides,  it  was  something  already  taken  for  granted  that  the  Jews  were  to  blame  for  everything. . . . 
We  just  never  heard  anything  else.  It  was  not  just  newspapers  like  the  Stuermer  but  it  was  everything  we 
ever  heard.  Even  our  military  and  ideological  training  took  for  granted  that  we  had  to  protect  Germany  from 
the  Jews. ...  It  only  started  to  occur  to  me  after  the  collapse  that  maybe  it  was  not  quite  right,  after  I had 
heard  what  everybody  was  saying. . . . We  were  all  so  trained  to  obey  orders  without  even  thinking  that  the 
thought  of  disobeying  an  order  would  simply  never  have  occurred  to  anybody  and  somebody  else  would 
have  done  just  as  well  if  I hadn’t. ...  You  can  be  sure  that  it  was  not  always  a pleasure  to  see  those  mountains 
of  corpses  and  smell  the  continual  burning.  - But  Himmler  had  ordered  it  and  had  even  explained  the 
necessity  and  I really  never  gave  much  thought  to  whether  it  was  wrong. . . . 

I must  emphasize  here  that  I have  never  been  personally  against  the  Jews.  It  is  true  that  I looked  upon 
them  as  the  enemies  of  our  people.  But  just  because  of  this  I saw  no  difference  between  them  and  the  other 
prisoners,  and  I treated  them  all  in  the  same  way.  I never  drew  any  distinctions.  In  any  event  the  emotion 
of  hatred  is  foreign  to  my  nature.  But  I know  what  hate  is,  and  what  it  looks  like.  I have  seen  it  and  I have 
suffered  it  myself. . . . 


1 Harcourt,  Brace  Jovanovich  ffor  the  excerpt  from  Experiencing  History:  Nazi  Germany. 
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When  in  the  summer  of  1941  Himmler  gave  me  the  order  to  prepare  installations  at  Auschwitz  where 
mass  exterminations  could  take  place,  and  personally  to  carry  out  these  exterminations,  I did  not  have  the 
slightest  idea  of  their  scale  or  consequences.  It  was  certainly  an  extraordinary  and  monstrous  order. 
Nevertheless  the  reasons  behind  the  extermination  program  seemed  to  me  right.  I did  not  reflect  on  it  at 
the  time.  I had  been  given  an  order,  and  I had  to  cany  it  out  Whether  this  mass  extermination  of  the  Jews 
was  necessary  or  not  was  something  on  which  I could  not  allow  myself  to  form  an  opinion,  for  I lacked  the 
necessary  breadth  of  view.  1 


1 . Why  did  Rudolf  Hess  take  it  for  granted  that  “Jews  were  to  blame  for  everything?” 

• That  was  all  he  heard. 

• It  was  continually  reinforced . 

2.  Why  did  Rudolf  Hess  believe  he  had  to  cany  out  Himmler’s  orders? 

• He  was  conditioned  to  obey . 

• There  was  no  other  way . 

3.  What  view  did  Hess  have  of  Jews? 

• He  believed  they  were  enemies  to  the  German  people . 

4.  Did  Hess  understand  the  scale  or  consequences  of  his  task  at  Auschwitz? 

• No,  he  did  not.  He  lacked  the  breadth  of  view. 

5.  What  do  you  think  is  Hess’s  defence  for  his  actions  at  Auschwitz? 

• He  was  obeying  orders. 

• They  were  taught  that  Jews  were  evil.  He  felt  he  was  doing  the  right  thing . 


1 Harcomt,  Brace  Jovanovich  far  tJhe,  excerpt  from  Experiencing  History:  Nazi  Germany. 
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Source  1 


The  argument  is  absurd  because  it  overlooks  a crucial  fact  namely,  that  even  after  the  Hitler  regime’s 
abolition  of  all  democratic  and  parliamentary  safeguards,  Germany  was  still  bound  by  the  international 
rules  thatdetermine  the  permissibility  of  any  country’s  behaviour.  According  to  those  rules  (in  short,  under 
international  law),  no  dictatorship,  and  no  democracy  either,  may,  for  example,  attack  another  country  and 
then  establish  there  an  Auschwitz  camp  (as  Hitler  did  in  Poland).* 


Source  2 


Justice  Robert  Jackson  summed  up  the  Nuremberg  trials  this  way: 

The  wrongs  which  we  seek  to  punish  have  been  so  calculated,  so  malignant  and  so  devastating,  that 
civilization  cannot  tolerate  their  being  ignored,  because  it  cannot  survive  being  repeated.  That  four 
great  nations,  flushed  with  victory  and  stung  with  injury,  stay  the  hand  of  vengeance  and  voluntarily 
submit  their  captive  enemies  to  the  judgment  of  the  law,  is  one  of  the  most  significant  tributes  that 
Power  has  ever  paid  to  Reason.’2 


6.  According  to  Source  1,  why  were  the  actions  of  Nazi  Germany  not  permissible? 

Germany  was  bound  by  international  law  and  rules  that  determine  the  permissibility  of  a country’s 
behaviour . 

7.  Why  does  Justice  Robert  Jackson  believe  that  those  accused  of  being  Nazi  war  criminals  should  face 
judgement? 

He  believes  they  should  face  judgement 

• because  of  the  magnitude  of  the  crime 
® so  it  cannot  be  repeated 

8.  What  do  you  think  is  the  case  against  the  Nazi  war  criminals? 

• Germany  broke  the  rules  of  international  law . 

• The  crimes  were  above  and  beyond  a tolerable  level  of  war  atrocity . 

The  issue  should  now  be  clearer  in  your  mind  regarding  the  problem  that  the  Allies  faced  after  the  Second 
World  War.  That  problem  is  the  following: 

How  should  the  Allies  deal  with  the  Nazi  war  criminals  following  the  war? 

1 Harcourt,  Brace  Jovanovich  for  the  excerpt  from  Experiencing  History:  Nazi  Germany 
1 Globe  and  Mail,November  21, 1985.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Globe  and  Mail. 
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Step  2:  Develop  Questions  or  a Hypothesis 

At  this  point  in  your  problem  solving,  you  will  want  to  organize  yourself  for  the  rest  of  the  steps. 
Before  going  on  in  step  two,  write  a hypothesis  (educated  guess)  for  the  problem  in  this  Activity. 

Problem:  How  should  the  Allies  deal  with  those  charged  as  Nazi  war  criminals  following  the  war? 

Hypothesis:  what  you  believe  the  Allies  should  do 

Students’  hypotheses  should  reflect  their  opinions  on  solutions  to  the  problem . Mark  for 
reasonableness  and  clarity  of  expression. 

When  you  go  about  problem  solving,  you  are  expected  to  tackle  the  overall  questions  in  a systematic 
and  organized  fashion.  In  this  step  of  the  model  you  must  decide  what  information  needs  to  be 
acquired  in  order  to  answer  our  question  of  study:  How  should  the  Allies  deal  with  those  charged  as 
Nazi  war  criminals  following  the  war?  However,  when  you  work  as  a researcher,  it  is  expected  that 
you  ask  or  formulate  questions  that  will  be  used  as  the  basis  for  answering  your  overall  questions. 

Here  are  some  questions  you  may  use  to  help  you  research  the  issue: 

e What  are  war  crimes? 

• Who  should  be  considered  as  war  criminals? 

• Who  were  these  crimes  committed  against? 

• When  were  these  crimes  committed? 

• Why  were  these  crimes  committed? 

• What  evidence  is  there  of  the  extent  of  these  war  crimes? 

• Who  should  lay  the  charges? 

• What  body  or  organization  should  try  those  accused? 

You  may  also  wish  to  develop  other  questions  to  assist  your  research. 

Step  3:  Gather  and  Organize  Information 

When  gathering  and  organizing  your  information,  you  are  attempting  to  develop  a base  of 
knowledge.  This  base  of  knowledge  will  assist  you  in  answering  your  research  questions  and 
ultimately  in  answering  the  two  overall  questions.  It  is  important  that  your  information  be  as 
accurate  as  possible.  Before  selecting  the  method  for  completion  of  step  three,  return  to  your  list  of 
research  questions  and  use  them  as  the  starting  point  for  gathering  your  information.  In  order  to 
complete  this  section  successfully,  each  of  the  key  research  questions  will  have  to  be  answered. 

Refer  to  the  text  of  this  module  to  assist  you  in  gathering  this  information.  Section  4 should  be  of 
particular  importance  in  accomplishing  this  task. 

Once  you  have  completed  gathering  your  information,  rill  in  the  following  retrieval  chart. 
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What  follows  should  serve  as  a guide  to  marking  students'  retrieval  charts . 


Issue/Problem: 

War  Crimes 

Summary  of  Issue: 

At  the  end  of  a war  can  the  victorious  country  accuse  and  try  its  enemy  for  “war 
crimes' ' ? More  specifically,  what  was  to  be  done  about  the  atrocities  committed 
by  the  Nazis  against  Jews  and  other  ethnic  groups? 

Two  Key  Positions  in  the  Issue: 

• Hold  key  Nazi  officers  responsible  for  their  actions. 

• Do  not  hold  key  Nazi  officers  responsible . 

Important  Information  - Key  Events,  Facts,  and  Details: 

Answers  here  should  come  from  the  data  students  have  gathered. 

Possible  Solutions: 

These  answers  will  vary . When  marking,  be  sure  that  suggested  solutions  are 
viable  and  reasonable . 
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Step  4:  Develop  a Conclusion 

At  this  point,  it  is  important  for  you  to  come  to  a conclusion  regarding  research.  First,  refer  back  to 
your  hypothesis,  and  then  follow  the  next  steps. 

If  you  still  agree  with  your  original  hypothesis,  move  on  to  number  2. 

1.  If  you  do  not  agree  with  your  original  hypothesis,  state  a new  hypothesis  and  then  move  on  to 
number  2. 

Mark  the  students ’ revised  hypothesis  as  you  did  their  originals . Note  that  this  question  is  to  be 
answered  only  if  students  have  changed  their  minds. 

2.  At  this  time,  you  must  defend  your  hypothesis. 

• What  reasons  support  your  hypothesis? 

• Give  reasons,  evidence  from  your  research,  why  your  hypothesis  is  convincing. 

Mark  students'  defence  by  applying  these  criteria: 

• Solid  reasons  are  given . 

• Defence  is  based  on  research  conducted  in  earlier  steps. 

• Facts  are  supplied . 

® Facts  are  supportive. 

• The  defence  is  clearly  presented. 

® Students  have  considered  the  pros  and  cons  of  their  solutions. 


Section  5^  The  United  Nations 

Key  Concepts: 

• United  Nations 

• global  collective  security 

• Declaration  of  Human  Rights 

As  a byproduct  of  the  death,  destruction,  and  crimes  against  humanity,  Section  5 looks  at  the  United 
Nations.  The  UN,  it  was  hoped,  was  going  to  protect  and  promote  peace  in  the  hopes  that  an  event 
like  the  Second  World  War  would  never  happen  again.  The  emphasis  of  this  section  is  on  the 
structure  and  organization  of  the  UN.  The  section  also  looks  at  the  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 
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Teaching  Suggestions 

® Make  comparisons  between  the  UN  and  the  League  of  Nations. 

• Ask  the  students  if  they  think  the  UN  would  be  any  more  successful  than  the  League . 

• Focus  on  the  structure  of  the  UN  and  the  global  collective  security  aspect . 

• Make  sure  the  students  understand  the  concept  of  global  collective  security . 

• Draw  up  some  examples  of  human  rights  violations  and  have  the  students  match  them 
with  the  appropriate  Article  in  the  Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

• Have  the  students  point  out  current  human  rights  violations  in  the  world. 


Section  5:  Activity  1 

1.  The  forerunner  of  the  United  Nations  was  the  League  of  Nations,  which  failed  between  the  wars. 
How  was  the  UN  itself  in  its  development  a product  of  World  War  II? 

The  principles  were  stated  near  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  the  Atlantic  Charter  (1941),  and  at 
further  wartime  conferences  (1942  and  1945),  support  was  pledged  and  procedures  determined. 
In  June  1945,  the  United  Nations  was  established . 

2.  How  many  countries  were  involved  in  the  beginning  of  the  UN? 

There  were  fifty  nations  at  its  inception . 

3.  President  Wilson’s  “Fourteen  Points”  were  the  basis  for  the  League  of  Nations.  What  were 
similar  principles  relating  to  the  formation  of  the  UN? 

The  UN  was  based  on  Roosevelt's  Four  Freedoms . 

4.  What  nations  were  the  leaders  in  the  creation  of  the  United  Nations? 

The  leaders  in  the  creation  of  the  UN  were  the  United  States  led  by  Roosevelt , Britain  led  by 
Churchill,  and  USSR  led  by  Stalin . 
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Section  5:  Activity  2 

1.  List  briefly  the  four  purposes  of  the  UN. 

The  four  purposes  of  the  UN  are  as  follows: 

• to  maintain  international  peace  and  security,  and  to  take  collective  action  to  ensure  this 

• to  foster  the  development  of  friendly  relations  among  nations 

• to  use  international  cooperation  to  solve  international  problems,  and  to  promote  human 
rights  and  freedoms 

• to  coordinate  these  goals 

2.  Write  Articles  41  and  42  into  your  own  words.  Be  sure  to  focus  on  the  main  idea  of  each  article. 

41  - UN  members  may  employ  collective  action  ( other  than  military ) against  violating  nations . 

42  - Military  action  may  be  taken  to  enforce  the  peace. 

3.  Which  article  refers  to  the  idea  of  global  collective  security? 

Article  41  refers  to  global  collective  security . 

4.  What  are  some  peaceful  methods  by  which  the  UN  may  force  an  aggressor  nation  to  obey  its 
suggestions? 

The  following  may  be  used  to  force  an  aggressor  to  obey: 

• stoppage  of  economic  relations  with  aggressors 

• severance  of  communication  with  aggressors 

• severance  of  diplomatic  relations  with  aggressors 

Section  5:  Activity  3 

1.  Which  Articles  of  the  UN  Charter  give  the  Security  Council  the  right  to  take  economic  or 
military  action  against  aggressors? 

Articles  41  and  42  give  the  Security  Council  this  right . 

2.  Name  the  body  of  the  UN  which  would  serve  the  functions  described. 

a.  Decide  between  two  nations  over  a fishing  rights  dispute. 

International  Court  of  Justice 

b.  Provide  translations  for  the  UN. 

Secretariat 
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c.  Decide  to  send  UN  troops  to  Korea  to  help  defend  South  Korea. 

Security  Council 

d.  Study  the  health  conditions  of  a Third  World  nation. 

ECOSOC 

e.  Vote  on  the  annual  expenses  allocated  to  the  International  Court  of  Justice. 
General  Assembly 

3.  Where  are  the  headquarters  for  the  United  Nations? 

New  York  City 

4.  What  countries  have  veto  power  in  the  Security  Council? 

The  following  have  veto  power: 

• U.S. 

• USSR 

• Great  Britain 

• France 

• China 

Section  5:  Activity  4 

1 . Which  Articles  are  examples  of 

Civil  Rights:  Articles  3, 19, 20 
Legal  Rights:  Articles  11,9,7 
Economic  Rights:  Article  23 
Social  Rights:  Article  26 

2.  Which  Article  says  that  you  have  the  right  to  join  groups  like  the  Kinsmen  Club? 
Article  20 

3.  Which  Article  states  that  you  cannot  teach  hatred  of  Jews? 

Article  26(2) 

4.  Which  Article  states  that  these  rights  belong  to  everyone? 

Article  2 


Social  Studies  30 


37 


Learning  Facilitator’s  Manual 


Module  6 


Section  Si  Follow-up  Activities 

Extra  Help 

Complete  the  following  chart  on  the  structure  of  the  UK  Include  in  each  of  the  six  main  bodies 
information  on  the  membership  and  its  duties. 


! General  Assembly  • all  nations  are  members 

• discusses  problems 

• makes  recommendations 

• elects  members  to  other  UN 
sections 

List  Five 
Specialized 
Agencies 

Security  Council  • five  permanent  members  - France , 
Britain,  US.,  China , USSR 

• ten  nonpermanent 

® maintains  international  peace 

• ca/fo  wpo/i  members  to  take  collective 
action 

• investigates  major  disputes 

United  Nations 
Educational, 
Scientific  and 
Cultural 
Organization 

International  • fifteen  international  judges 

International 

| Court  Of  * settles  legal  disputes 

Labour 

Justice  • gives  legal  opinions 

Organization 

Secretariat  • Secretary  General  and  thousands  of 

Food  and 

workers 

Agricultural 

* clerical  body  of  UN 

Organization 

• administrative  function 

• Secretary  General  directs  the  staff 

• performs  other  tasks 

Trusteeship  • five  permanent  members  of 

World  Health 

Council  the  Security  Council 

Organization 

• help  trust  territories  develop  to 

independence 

• supervises  trusts 

ECOSOC  • twenty-seven  members 

International  Bank 

® improves  economic , social,  cultural » 

for  Reconstruction 

educational,  and  health  conditions 

and  Development 

around  the  world 

* coordinates  the  specialized  agencies 
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Enrichment 

Hie  idea  of  the  United  Nations  is  not  a unique  one.  Following  World  War  I,  the  victorious  nations 
created  an  organization  designed  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  the  UN.  This  organization  was  called 
the  League  of  Nations. 

In  this  exercise,  compare  die  organizations  to  each  other.  Focus  on  both  the  similarities  and 
differences  of  the  structure  of  each  organization  and  their  functions. 


Similarities 

Differences 

• Both  contain  a charter . 

• Both  operate  on  collective  action . 

• Both  designed  to  promote 
international  peace  and  security . 

• Both  have  a " General  Assembly  ” 
of  some  kind  whose  purpose  and 
function  is  similar . 

• A “ Security  Council”  with 
permanent  membership  and  non- 
permanent membership  whose 
function  is  similar . 

® Major  decisions  are  made  in  the 
“ Security ” Council 

• The  secretariat  and  Secretary 
General  serve  a similar  function. 

• The  Mandate  Commission  and 
Trusteeship  Council  are  similar. 

• ILO  is  the  same . 

• The  League9  s Health 
Organization  serves  a similar 
function  to  the  ECOSOC  in  the 
UN. 

• The  International  Courts  of 
Justice  are  similar . 

• Both  organizations  were  formed 
as  a result  of  war. 

• There  was  no  reference  to  human 
rights  in  the  League  of  Nations. 

• The  permanent  members  of  the 
League's  “ Council”  did  not  have 
veto  power  but  unanimity  was 
needed  for  decisions.  The 
permanent  members  of  the  UN 

“ Security  Council ” have  veto. 

• There  is  no  commission  that 
supervises  “Free  Zones”  in  the 
UN  like  there  was  in  the  League. 

• The  US.  is  a member  of  the  UN 
but  was  not  of  the  League. 

• The  UN  is  more  of  an 
international  organization  than 
the  League  because  of  the  size 
and  extent  of  membership. 

• The  headquarters  of  the  UN  is  in 
New  York . The  headquarters  of 
the  League  of  Nations  was  in 
Geneva , Switzerland. 

There  may  be  more  similarities  and  differences . 
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